Radiographic findings of infectious proctitis in homosexual men.
Homosexual men are known to have an increased incidence of sexually transmitted proctitis. A knowledge of the pathogenesis and the radiographic appearance of these processes has resulted in earlier diagnosis and more rapid institution of appropriate therapy. While gonococcus (Neisseria gonorrhoeae) and lymphogranuloma venereum (usually Chlamydia) have long been considered the common etiologies of proctitis in this population, other organisms, such as herpes, Mycoplasma, and Entamoeba have been implicated and could give an identical radiographic and clinical pattern. Diffuse narrowing and ulceration limited to the rectum was seen in five affected homosexual men recently studied at Northwestern Memorial Hospital, Chicago.